
	

	

 

PRESS RELEASE 

A masterpiece by Jacopo Sansovino restored by Venetian Heritage  
presented at the Biennale Internazionale dell’Antiquariato di Firenze 

 

Venetian Heritage is the institutional guest of the 33rd Edition of the Biennale Internazionale 
dell’Antiquariato di Firenze (Palazzo Corsini, 28 September – 6 October 2024). On this special 
occasion, the Foundation presents the ongoing restoration, at the Opificio delle Pietre Dure, 
of the papier-mâché sculpture Madonna col Bambino e due putti, attributed to Jacopo 
Sansovino, which came from the Ospizio delle Muneghette in Venice. The sculptural group 
was found in a state of total degradation in the late 1970s and is owned by IPAV (Istituzioni 
Pubbliche di Assistenza Veneziane). 

The work is attributed to the Florentine Jacopo Tatti, known as Sansovino (Florence, 1486 – 
Venice, 1570), who sought refuge in Venice following the Sack of Rome in 1527 when the 
Eternal City was sacked by the troops of the Landsknechts sent by Emperor Charles V. The 
flight of artists from the court of Clemente VII de' Medici led to the spread of Mannerism. 
Shortly after he arrived in the lagoon, Sansovino was appointed proto (chief architect) of 
the Basilica of St. Mark, then the ducal chapel, and with the support of influential figures 
such as Pietro Aretino and Titian, he became the leading figure in Venetian architecture 
and sculpture in the 16th century. 

The Madonna col Bambino e due putti underwent an initial restoration in the 1970s, which 
only partially solved the sculpture's structural problems. Made of papier-mâché, it is hollow 
inside and extremely delicate. Currently, a meticulous conservation intervention is 
underway at the Opificio delle Pietre Dure in Florence, aimed not only at a new aesthetic 
presentation but also at solving the sculpture's structural problems. 

Thanks to a fruitful collaboration between IPAV, the Ministry of Culture, and Venetian 
Heritage, the work will be displayed at the Galleria Giorgio Franchetti alla Ca’ d’Oro at the 
end of the restoration. Venetian Heritage is funding the restoration and reinstallation project 
of the aforementioned museum, for which it has raised and donated 9 million euros. 

The restoration of the sculpture has been made possible thanks to a donation from Eduardo 
A. Braniff, Board Member of Venetian Heritage. We also extend our thanks to ARTE Generali 
and Arterìa for their support as technical sponsors for the exhibition of the artwork at BIAF. 

 

 



BIAF (Biennale Internazionale dell’Antiquariato di Firenze) is one of the most important 
events dedicated to Italian art on the international scene, with more than 25,000 visitors for 
the 2022 edition and a rich cultural and awards program involving the entire city, providing 
a substantial allied business from which numerous realities in the area benefit. The 33rd 
Edition of the Biennale Internazionale dell’Antiquariato di Firenze welcomes 80 galleries 
including 14 new prestigious international participations to Palazzo Corsini. www.biaf.it 

IPAV (Istituzioni Pubbliche di Assistenza Veneziane) is the largest social welfare organization 
in the entire province of Venice. It manages nursing homes for non-self-sufficient elderly 
individuals and a network of residential communities for people with psychiatric issues, 
minors, and young adults. It also values its historical and monumental heritage, including 
churches, palaces, small oratories, and precious historical-artistic legacies, as part of its 
duties of preservation and conservation. www.ipav.it 

VENETIAN HERITAGE, an international non-profit organization, supports cultural projects 
through conservation, exhibitions, publications, conferences, academic study, and 
research. The organization aims to increase awareness of the immense legacy of Venetian 
art in Italy and those areas once part of the Republic of Venice. www.venetianheritage.eu 

OPIFICIO DELLE PIETRE DURE is a special autonomous institute of the Ministry of Culture that 
serves as a national center of expertise and reference in the field of art conservation. It 
carries out restoration activities, research, and advanced training. 
www.opificiodellepietredure.cultura.gov.it 
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